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Alix Jeffry 


Alix Jeffry was born in July 1929 in DuQuoin, Illinois. After 
moving to Chicago she joined an organization of young celebrity 
hunters — the Fort Dearborn-Chicago Camera Club — whose 
purpose was to photograph movie stars and singers. Through this 
group she met Lena Horne, who encouraged her to enter the field 
of photography professionally. Although her name since birth was 
Evelyn Fish, she opened a studio for theatrical photography in 
Chicago in November, 1950, under the name Alix Jeffry. 


Jeffry moved to New York in 1952 and began documenting 
off-Broadway theater and performers. Beginning with the Origin- 
als Only group, she also worked for the Artists Theatre and then 
for companies such as The Living Theatre, Terry Hayden’s 
Theatre De Lys, and the New York City Center. Much of her 
work in the 1950s and 1960s documents the work of Edward 
Albee, beginning with his off-Broadway career. During her years 
in New York Jeffry shot an estimated 40,000 photographs of 
off-Broadway plays, and starting in 1968, 20,000 celebrity 
portraits for the New York Times Arts and Leisure section. 


Jeffry’s photographs were featured in several publications, in- 
cluding Stephen E. Rubin’s The New Met in Profile (1974), Mary 
Henderson’s Broadway Ballyhoo: the American Theater Seen in 
Posters, Photographs, Magazines, Caricatures, and Programs (1989), 
and Rogers and Hammerstein, by Ethan Mordden (1992). She was 
the author of a children’s play, “The Inside Out Adventure,” 
which was produced originally in New York City in 1961 by the 
American Theater for Children. In 1988 Jeffry moved with her 
partner, Mary Alice Morris, to Albuquerque, New Mexico, where 
she continued her work as a photographer of people involved in 
the performing arts. She died there in 1993. 


The Harvard Theatre Collection purchased a major collection 
of Alix Jeffry photographs and negatives in 1981. The photo- 
graphs featured in this exhibition arrived in June 2000 as a gift 
from Mary Alice Morris. 
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Theatrical Photographs 
by Alix Jeffry 


SHELDON ROOMS, INNER ROOM (LEFT TO RIGHT) 


Cary Grant 
1973 


Alix Jeffry wrote of this photograph of actor Cary Grant, taken for The 
New York Times, “When an actor has worked in front of the camera and 
knows what he’s doing, it doesn’t usually take more than ten minutes to 
get a good picture — especially if you look like Cary Grant.” 


Michael York 


1969 


In 1969 British actor Michael York appeared as Tybalt in the Zeffirelli 
film version of Romeo and Fultet. 


Leontyne Price 
1974 


American soprano Leontyne Price, in Puccini’s opera Madama Butterfly 
at the Metropolitan Opera. 


Johnny Cash 
1969 


The New York Times article which this photograph illustrated celebrated 
the broadcast of Cash/, a ninety-minute Public Broadcasting Laboratory 
special aired just before the debut of his variety hour, The fohnny Cash 
Show. 


Glenda Jackson 
1971 


At the time Alix Jeffry photographed British actor Glenda Jackson for 
The New York Times, Jackson was starring in the role of Tchaikovsky’s 
wife Nina in Ken Russell’s film The Music Lovers. 


Anthony Perkins 
1970 


Alix Jeffry photographed actor Anthony Perkins as he prepared to direct 
and star in Bruce Jay Friedman’s play Steambath. 


Jane Alexander 
1971 


At the time Alix Jeffry took this photograph for The New York Times, Jane 
Alexander, an actor and later an arts administrator, was playing Lavinia 
Manon in Eugene O’Neill’s Mourning Becomes Electra at the American 
Shakespeare Festival. 


SHELDON ROOMS, OUTER ROOM, LEFT SIDE 


John Cage 
1968 and 1972 


Alix Jeffry took the earlier photograph of composer and visionary John 
Cage at the Brooklyn Academy of Music, on assignment for The New 
York Times; of the later photograph, also taken for the Times and 
showing Cage in his Greenwich Village apartment, Jeffry wrote, “He 
loved to cook.” 


Edward Albee 
1967 


A large number of the photographs in the Alix Jeffry Collection are of 
playwright Edward Albee and his productions. 


William Masselos 

1970 

This photograph accompanied a New York Times review of a new record 
release, Masselos Plays Satie, of which Times music critic Donal Henahan 
wrote, “Masselos ... slips under Satie’s skin when he sits down to his 
piano music.” 


Zara Nelsova 
1970 


Zara Nelsova, the ‘queen of cellists,’ was born in Winnipeg to Russian 
émigré parents. At the time of this photograph she was touring with her 
husband, Grant Johannesen, the American concert pianist. 


Ryan and Tatum O’Neal 
1973 


In the original caption for this photograph, taken at the time the 
O’Neals, father and daughter, were starring in Peter Bogdanovitch’s film 
Paper Moon, Ryan O’Neal wrote, “Tatum has never had acting lessons 
before, but she’s had a very interesting life, and that’s how you become a 
good actor.” 


Leese Foster and James Randolph 
1961 


Bess and Crown in a New York City Center revival of George 
Gershwin’s opera Porgy and Bess. 


Rosalyn Drexler 
1971 


At the time this photograph was first published, playwright Rosalyn 
Drexler had just published a volume of collected plays, The Line of Least 
Existence, and Other Plays. 


Maria Tucci and Maureen Stapleton 
1966 
In Tennessee Williams’s play The Rose Tattoo, produced at the New York 


City Center. The production also starred Harry Guardino and Christo- 
pher Wallsen. 


Benny Goodman and Aaron Copland 
1969 


The New York Times commissioned Alix Jeffry to photograph clarinetist 
Benny Goodman, but in this image she found the frequent collaborators 


in the same frame. In 1951 Copland had commissioned a Clarinet 
Concerto at Goodman’s request. 


Marian Reardon, Michael Lipton, and Frances Sternhagen 
1964 


In Play, a one-act play by Samuel Beckett, in its first American 
production at the Cherry Lane Theater. 


Jared Barclay and Pirie MacDonald 
1964 


In The Zoo Story, a one-act play by Edward Albee, at the Village South 
Theatre. 


Birgit Nilsson 
1974 


Swedish soprano Birgit Nilsson, in a photograph taken for Stephen E. 
Rubin’s The New Met in Profile. 


Al Pacino 
1969 


Alix Jeffry took this photograph of actor Al Pacino at home in his 
fifth-floor walk-up apartment on East Fourteenth Street. 


Attilio Pierelli 
1968 


Italian sculptor, poet, playwright, and dentist Attilio Pierelli, 
photographed at an exhibition of his work at the Zabriskie Gallery in 
New York. 


‘Tamara Dobson 
1973 


Actor Tamara Dobson, shown in the photograph working out at a health 
club, had recently appeared in the title role of the movie Cleopatra Jones. 
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A Room in Hotel Babylon 
1963 


Cast (Maria Karnilova, Clyde Ventura), author (Edward K. Evans), and 
director (Glenn Gress) of the production by the Playwright’s Unit at the 
Village South Theatre in New York. : 


Lana Turner 
1971 


This photograph accompanied an article about Turner’s appearance in 
Jay Allen’s romantic comedy 40 Carats at Westbury, Long Island. 


SHELDON ROOMS, OUTER ROOM, RIGHT SIDE 


Judith Anderson and Donald Davis 
1966 


Maxwell Anderson’s play Elizabeth the Queen, at the New York City 
Center. Dame Judith Anderson appeared in the title role. The 
production also starred Donald Davis as Essex, William Roerich, and 
Anne Meacham. 


Orson Welles as King Lear 
1956 


Orson Welles directed this production at the New York City Center, 
which also starred Viveca Lindfors and Geraldine Fitzgerald. Alix Jeffry 
used this image frequently to promote her photography business. 


Alex Katz 
1968 


Artist Alex Katz, photographed at his show at the Fischbach Gallery, 
among flat cut-outs of members of New York’s arts scene. 


Maureen O’Sullivan and Keir Dullea 
1969 


Maureen O’Sullivan and Keir Dullea in Leonard Gershe’s comedy 
Butterflies are Free, which also starred Blythe Danner and Eileen Heckart, 
at the Booth Theatre. 
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Anne Sexton 
1969 


At the time this photograph was taken, poet Anne Sexton’s first play, 
Mercy Street, had just opened at the American Place Theater in New 
York. 


James Lee Byars 
1968 


For his production Mr. Byars and Six Plays, performance artist James 
Lee Byars created a pink silk airplane with space for 100 passengers, 
designed a hat that connected the heads of four people with scarlet 
streamers, and set more than 100 volunteers marching around a Park 
Avenue block wearing a mile-long communal garment of acetate. 


Jessica Tandy and Hume Cronyn 
1966 


Husband and wife Cronyn and Tandy in Edward Albee’s Pulitzer Prize 
winning play A Delicate Balance, at the Martin Beck Theatre in New 
York. The production, directed by Alan Schneider, also starred 
Rosemary Murphy, Carmen Mathews, Marian Seldes, and Henderson 


Forsyth. 


Paul Hecht 
1968 


Actor Paul Hecht in the first production of Tom Stoppard’s play 
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead, for which he won a Tony Award 
nomination. 


Tonight We Improvise 
1955 


A Living Theatre production of the play by Luigi Pirandello, at the 
Living Theatre Studio. 
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Carole Burnett 
1973 


Carole Burnett at age 40, on the eve of her seventh season as star of The 
Carole Burnett Show. 


Voices for a Mirror 


1957 


A Living Theatre production of an opera by Meyer Kupferman and 
Alistair Reid, at the Master Theatre. The production starred Francis 
Monachino, Ruth Kobart, Ellen Faull, and Helen Faull. 


Patricia Neal and Eli Wallach 
1953 


In The Scarecrow, by Percy MacKaye, directed by Frank Corsaro and 
produced by Terese Hayden. The play was first performed by the 
Harvard Dramatic Club at Brattle Hall on December 7, 1909; MacKaye 
was a member of the Harvard class of 1897. 


Placido Domingo and Sherrill Milnes 


1974 


The images of Metropolitan Opera stars Placido Domingo and Sherrill 
Milnes were exposed on the same roll of film, six weeks apart. This was 
one of fifteen photographs by Alix Jeffry published in Stephen E. Rubin’s 
1974 book, The New Met in Profile. 


Eileen Fulton 
1970s 


Fulton’s acting style and very full schedule earned her the name “Soap 
opera queen.” Alix Jeffry entered this image in several photography 
contests. 


Susan Strasberg and Helen Craig 


1953 


In Maya, by Simon Gantillon, directed by Roger Kay. Produced at the 
Theatre de Lys by Terese Hayden. The cast included John Randolph, 
Helen Craig, Kay Medford, and Susan Strasberg in her first New York 
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appearance. 


West Side Story 
1964 


Dancers in mid-air during “The Rumble” in the Leonard 
Bernstein—Jerome Robbins musical. 


Alix Jeffry: Four Self-Portraits 
Alix Jeffry, Chicago, 1950s. 


Evelyn Fish in her late teens or early twenties, before she changed her 
name to Alix Jeffry. 


Alix Jeffry, Chicago, 1950s. 
Alix Jeffry, August 1968. 


COPELAND GALLERY, FIRST CASE (NEAR ENTRANCE) 


Joe Papp 
1973 


American theatrical director and producer Joseph Papp, who had 
founded the New York Shakespeare Festival in 1954. 


Greg Morris 
1969 


Greg Morris starred as electronics wizard Barney Collier in the CBS 
television show Mission Impossible from 1966 to 1973. 


Mel Powell 
1968 


Photograph taken to illustrate an article on composer Mel Powell’s work 
“Immobiles,” the second in a weekly series of Monday night events 
devoted to new forms of music, sound, and media, at the Electric Circus 
in the East Village. 
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Siobhan McKenna 
1971 


Alix Jeffry photographed Irish actor Siobhan McKenna during the New 
York run at the Public Theater of her show Here Are Ladies, a 
one-person evening portraying Irish women. Boston critic Elliot Nor- 
ton’s overall favorable review described the vignettes as “each different 
from all the others, all brightly presented and only one, Molly Bloom’s 
Soliloquy from the Ulysses of Joyce, too long and, in part, objectionable.” 


Mabel Mercer 
1968 


Jazz stylist Mabel Mercer, at the time of the release of her live album 
Mabel Mercer and Bobby Short at Town Hail. 


Norman Mailer 
1968 


Author Norman Mailer, at work on the film Law and Order, his second 
improvised documentary feature. 


COPELAND GALLERY, SECOND CASE 


Gordon Reilly 
1952 


This play by Charles Best, presented by Originals Only, premiered in 
New York in November 1952. This was one of the first productions 
documented by Alix Jeffry after her arrival in New York from Chicago in 
that year. 


Funnyhouse of a Negro 
1964 


Play by Adrienne Kennedy, directed by Michael Kahn, at East End 
Theatre. The cast included Billie Allen, Cynthia Belgrave, Norman 
Bush, Leonard Frey, Ellen Holly, Leslie Rivers, Ruth Valner, and Gus 
Williams. 


15 


Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? 
1962 


After many cast changes and much concern about anticipated public 
reaction, Edward Albee’s play opened in 1962 for a long run at the Billy 
Rose Theater in New York. The cast included Uta Hagen, Arthur Hill, 
Melinda Dillon, and Ben Piazza. Albee received a Tony Award for the 


play. 


The Time of Your Life 
1955 


Publicity photograph for a revival of William Saroyan’s play at the New 
York City Center, showing actors Gloria Vanderbilt, John Carradine, 
and Franchot Tone. 


COPELAND GALLERY, THIRD CASE 


Elliott Carter 
1969 


The New York Times commissioned Alix Jeffry several times during the 
1960s and 1970s to photograph composer Elliott Carter, a member of 
Harvard class of 1930 and a graduate student here of Walter Piston. 


Bruno Leonardo Gelber 
1970 


Argentine pianist Bruno Gelber in New York during one of his many 
international tours, photographed by Alix Jeffry for The New York Times. 


Sharon Isbin 

American guitarist Sharon Isbin, photographed in her early twenties. 
Alix Jeffry was proud of the way this double exposure allowed Isbin’s 
guitar to mimic the shape of her hair. 


Harry Belafonte 

Belafonte’s greatest success as a singer came as an interpreter of calypso 
songs, but his work in international conflict resolution and as an 
ambassador for civil rights continues to bring him public acclaim. 
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COPELAND GALLERY, FOURTH CASE 


John Schlesinger 


1971 
Film director John Schlesinger (Midnight Cowboy, Cold Comfort Farm) at 
the time of the release of Sunday, Bloody Sunday. 


William Peter Blatty 
1972 


The author of The Exorcist, on the set of the film adaptation of his novel, 
directed by Billy Friedkin. Blatty received an Academy Award for the 
screenplay of the film. 


Dennis Hopper 
1969 


Actor and director Dennis Hopper, on location in Peru on the set of the 
film The Last Movie, which he wrote and directed. Hopper also starred in 
the film, with Peter Fonda and Kris Kristofferson. 


Robert Shaw 
1968 


British actor Robert Shaw was the author of The Man in the Glass Booth, 
which was directed by playwright Harold Pinter at the Royale Theater, 
New York. Shaw was photographed by Alix Jeffry for The New York 
Times at the time of the run of the Nazi-era play starring Donald 
Pleasance. 


COPELAND GALLERY, FIFTH CASE (NEAR WINDOWS) 


Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis 


1950 


Jeffry took this photograph of the comedy team in their dressing room at 
the Chicago Theater. 
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Bette Davis 


Alix Jeffry took this photograph while Davis was being interviewed by 
theatre writer John Gruen, as part of a series of celebrity interviews he 
conducted at the New School during the 1960s. 


Dave Garroway 

Radio and television personality Dave Garroway inscribed this 
photograph to Evelyn Fish before she changed her name to Alix Jeffry: 
“Peace, Evelyn.” 


Alan Ladd 
Alix Jeffry photographed actor Alan Ladd in Chicago in the early 1950s. 


Lena Horne 

When this photograph was exhibited in Albuquerque in 1992, Alix Jeffry 
wrote, “Lena Horne was responsible for my getting into this whole thing 
[photography]. She was appearing at the Oriental Theater in Chicago; 
this was in the early 50s. I was a member of a camera club made up of 
five or six kids, and when we asked Miss Horne if she would pose for a 
picture she invited us up to her dressing room. I took several pictures. 
When I brought the prints to her on the closing night of the show, she 
sat me down, took my hand in hers, and told me that if I didn’t get into 
this business I’d be missing one of the greatest things in my life — and 
that she’d be my first customer.” 


Susan Hayward 
Hollywood film star Susan Hayward. 


Shirley Booth 


Shirley Booth, who worked on the stage, on radio, and later in films and 
on television, greatly admired Alix Jeffry’s photographs of her. 


Ann Miller 


Actor, singer, and dancer Ann Miller, photographed by Alix Jeffry early 
in Jeffry’s career. 
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Ed Sullivan and Tallulah Bankhead 
1959 


Television host Ed Sullivan attended opening night performances of 
many Broadway and Off-Broadway productions. He is shown here at an 
unidentified performance with Tallulah Bankhead. 


Peggy Lee 


Alix Jeffry wrote a caption for this photograph when it was exhibited in 
1992: “Peggy Lee on stage at the Chicago Theater, late *40s or early 
?50s. This was the first multiple I did, probably with an old ten-dollar 
Kodak.” 


Bert Lahr 
Mid-1960s 


Actor Bert Lahr worked in burlesque, vaudeville, on Broadway, and in 
feature films, including The Wizard of Oz. 
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